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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

Folk-Lore at German Universities, etc. — From the list of lectures 
and courses in Anthropology at the Universities of Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland, given by Professor Ranke (Corr.-Bl. d. deutschen Ges. f. 
Anthr., xxxiv. 53-58) as offered during the academic year 1902-1903, it 
appears that Folk-Lore was represented, particularly, as follows : Seler 
(Berlin) : Religion and Culture of the Ancient Mexicans ; Vierkandt (Ber- 
lin) : Race-Psychology (Language, Customs, Myths, Primitive Art) ; von 
Luschan (Berlin) : Nature, Life, and Customs of the Peoples of the Islands 
of the Pacific. 

Folk-Lore Museums. — R. Wossidlo writes to the " Schweizerisches 
Archiv fur Volkskunde " (vol. vii. p. 313) that the " Bauernmuseum " at 
Mecklenburg, founded in 1900, contains already 2305 items and specimens. 
The same Journal, referring to R. Mielke's " Museen und Sammlungen " 
(Berlin, 1903), reports the existence in Germany of 91 public and private 
institutions or museums devoted to " Heimat und Volkskunde." 

Resumption of an old Cult. — In " Wallonia " (vol. xii. 1904, p. 18), 
M. O. Colson has an interesting note on the " Trau del Heuve," a mysteri- 
ous cavern at Sinsin in the Province of Namur, entered by a funnel-shaped 
opening. Inside are two stalagmites, which in the shadow resemble phan- 
toms draped in white, — they are locally known as " Marguerite and Pier- 
rette." Farther on are two other stalagmites. The four are situated in 
square form, and in the centre on some rocks is a huge shapeless stone, 
called " Cheval Bayard," a name of modern origin perhaps. From time 
immemorial these objects seem to have had associated with them a mysteri- 
ous cult. Not long ago the young people of Sinsin and the surrounding 
villages made it their duty to visit once a year, on February 2 (Purification), 
these " persons." Later on the entrance to the grotto was obstructed and 
it became very difficult to make one's way in, so the custom fell into disuse. 
But when the owner out of curiosity removed the obstructions, the pilgrim- 
age began again as of old. More about this grotto may be read in the 
article of Hauzeur in the " Annales de la socie'te" archeologique de Namur " 
(vol. v. 1857-1858, pp. 16-19). 

School Jargon. — An interesting contribution to the literature of school 
jargons and " languages " is Dr. Kurt Schladebach's " Die Dresdener Pen 
nalersprache " (Z. f. d. deutschen Unterricht, vol. xviii. 1904, pp. 56-62) 
The pupils concerned are from ten to twenty years of age. The school 
house receives such names as Affenkasten (" monkey box "), Bude, Kaff, 
Kasten, Kiste, etc. ; the teacher is Brotfresser, Pauker, Profax, Stutz, etc 
The teachers' room is called " Olymp," and the women attendants " Bett- 
hexen " and " Grazien." Curious, too, is " Krankenburg," for sick-room 
Really new formations are rare, according to Dr. Schladebach. One note 
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worthy example is Stundenfresser, the name given to a small strip of paper 
on which, towards the close of the school year, as the holidays approach, 
is marked the number of lessons yet to be gone through. After each of 
these the corresponding bit of the paper is torn off. These jargons, on 
the whole, make use of already existing linguistic material, turning it some- 
times adroitly enough to new uses. 

" White Peril." — This term is applied by E. G. Browne, in his " Lec- 
tures on the History of the Nineteenth Century" (Cambridge, 1902) to 
the overflowing of Africa and Asia by European culture. Browne con- 
siders " Panislamism " to be a " mare's nest ; " other writers, like the Italian 
Nallino, make it out to be one of the chief tendencies of the day in the 
Mahometan world. A good discussion of the subject will be found in C. 
H. Becker's article on " Panislamismus," in the " Archiv fur Religionswis- 
senschaft " for January, 1904. Becker points out that Panislamism is the 
creed of the Sunnite rather than the Shiite Mahometans. In Persia and 
in Africa different views would prevail. 
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Schweizerische Gesellschaft fur Volkskunde. Fragebogen ueber Volks- 
medizin in der Schweiz. Im Auftrage des Gesellschaftsvorstandes 
zusammengestellt von E. Hoffmann-Krayer. Basel : 1903. Pp. 19. 

Dr. Hoffmann-Krayer's questionnaire on folk-medicine in Switzerland is 
quite comprehensive, embracing between three and four hundred items dis- 
tributed among the following subjects of inquiry : Names of the parts and 
organs of the body, folk-lore concerning their form and appearance, func- 
tions, etc. ; natural activities of bodily organs, etc., mental and psychical 
functions ; reproduction, birth, and death ; folk-hygiene, care of the body, 
causes of disease ; folk-therapy in general ; individual diseases, etc., in 
folk-belief and in folk-medicine ; veterinary medicine among the folk. An 
alphabetical list of the chief topics referred to in the body of the question- 
naire occupies pages 14-17, and specimen answers are given on the last 
two pages. 

Die Werke Maistre Franqois Villons. Mit Einleitung und Anmer- 
kungen herausgegeben von Dr. Wolfgang von Wurzbach. Erlangen : 
Fr. Junge, 1903. Pp. 186. Price 3 Mk. 

This is the first edition of the works of the famous old French poet to 
appear in Germany. Besides the text the volume contains a critical intro- 
duction on Villon's life and works (pp. 5-31), a bibliography of the various 
editions of his poems, and of the more recent writing about his life and 
works. There are five works cited concerning his "jargon." In 1885 Vil- 
lon's " Le grant testament " was published in a Danish translation. 



